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Schoolyard biodiversity detectives
Years F-2, 3-4: DT + Science and Mathematics 
Please refer to the online lesson plan on the DT Hub to access all website links and additional resources.
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Summary Text: Collect data on the biodiversity in garden beds around your school to measure the biodiversity (that is the different types of plants and animals). Explore ways to represent and present data. 
This lesson was devised by Linda McIver, Australian Data Science Education Institute. 
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Suggested steps
1. Use a suitable learning hook to engage students in the task of gathering data about schoolyard biodiversity.  Ideas may include: 
a. Predict what animals might be seen in the schoolyard.
b. Show images of a local bird, butterfly, bee or ‘minibeasts’ such as worms, beetles and bugs. Where might you see these animals in the school? 
c. What ‘minibeast’ can you find and where will you look? 
2. Organise a walk around the school to take photographs of garden beds and locations where animals might be seen. (You may wish to allocate students in small groups to study and collect data on a particular area).  Students could take pictures of the different plants, animals, and/or insects they see.  Alternatively, students could also students construct a map with grid references and sketch what they see. 
[image: ]Additional scaffolding
Some students may need individual support during this activity depending on their sensory needs (sunlight), anxiety (noises), and allergies.
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3. Have students count the plants and describe them, for example 6 small bushes, 4 grassy plants, 3 trees and a large bush. Discuss ways to represent each plant. Students may draw a representation of each plant or use a coloured shape to represent different plants. As students present the information, discuss the need for title and other text that may help others ‘read’ or interpret the information. 
 [image: ]  Working memory
To simplify the task, students could just take photos outside using a camera or tablet and then back in the classroom, use those photos to do variations of the above tasks such as tallying the number of different plants they saw or the number of different colours in a photograph.
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4. Discuss other data that can be collected about the garden bed. Data can be recorded using images or text. An example may include data such as:
	Position
	Ground covering 
	Soil: What it looks like
	Soil: How it feels
	Non-living 

	Mostly in sun
	Bark chips
	Grey and sandy
	Dry and dusty
	Rocks and log




5. Discuss ways to safely and responsibly gather data about the animals that may be found in their garden bed. Observe plant leaves and flowers for winged animals such as birds, butterflies, bees, beetles and moths. Provide an icy pole stick or similar to use to move leaf litter around or a small garden spade to dig into the soil.  Students may find worms, spiders, beetles, slaters and other bugs. It may be possible to capture a digital image of the animal. 
6. Discuss the use of a table to record the data. 
	Mini-Beast
	Number
	Location

	Bee
	5
	On plant flowers

	Slaters
	6
	Under leaf litter

	Brown spiders
	3
	Under leaf litter

	Ants
	Lots (more than 50)
	Everywhere

	Worms
	13
	All in soil


7. Discuss ways to represent the animals observed. Before the task, ask students to show how they would digitally represent a lady bug, worm and ant. You may use software such as Paint or an app such as Explain everything. Share some examples using an interactive whiteboard or similar approach to enable class discussion. Discuss the use of colour and identifying features that would help make their representation immediately recognisable. 
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8. Present the data using picture graphs or column graphs. Discuss different ways to present the information. Present and compare the group data to the class. Which garden beds have the most biodiversity? 
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Student sample 1, using Explain everything 
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Student sample 2, using Explain everything 

Discussion

Science focus
· What does the data collected tell you about your garden bed? 
· What season or time of the year did you observe the garden bed? Do you expect different data if you observed at another time of the year? 
· Why might more animals be found in one garden bed than another? Use the shared class data to help you answer this.
· How can we improve a garden bed that didn’t have many animals? How might you investigate this and gather data? 
Digital Technology focus
· What are some ways to represent data?
· What are useful ways to present data?

Why is this relevant?
In Digital Technologies, representing data refers to the way data is symbolised, visually treated or provided in audio. For example, at this level data about animals may be represented as images of each animal, emotions may be represented as emojis, and weather data may be represented as icons for wind, rain or describing the amount of sunshine. Presentation of data deals with the format it may be presented in, such as in a table, T-chart or Y-chart, a picture graph or a bar graph.
We may collect data through observations, by survey or from other sources. Data often comes to us unorganised, so the first step is to sort the data by common characteristics or attributes; then arrange the data to help make sense and look for patterns; and finally present the data visually.
For students at Years 3-4 the focus is on how the same data can be represented in different ways. An example of this is data in a table as text can be presented as images. 



Assessment
Think aloud/Student interview

Ask students to record a short video (less than one minute)  to explain what their data suggests about the garden bed. 

How well do students:
· Represent the data using symbols, images and text
· Present the data using a picture graph of bar graph
· Interpret the results. 
Australian Curriculum Alignment

Digital Technologies
Year F-2
Knowledge and understanding: Data representation 
· Represent data as objects, pictures and symbols (AC9TDIFK02) 
· Represent data as pictures, symbols, numbers and words (AC9TDI2K02 )

Years 3-4
Processes and production skills
· Define problems with given design criteria and by co-creating user stories (AC9TDI4P01)

Science
F-2 Science Understanding 
· Observe external features of plants and animals and describe ways they can be grouped based on these features (AC9SFU01 ) 
· Identify the basic needs of plants and animals, including air, water, food or shelter, and describe how the places they live meet those needs (AC9S1U01 )
Science as a human endeavour: Use and influence of science
· Explore the ways people make and use observations and questions to learn about the natural world (AC9SFH01 ) 
Years 3-4 Science Understanding 
· Compare characteristics of living and non-living things and examine the differences between the life cycles of plants and animals (AC9S3U01 )
· Explain the roles and interactions of consumers, producers and decomposers within a habitat and how food chains represent feeding relationships (AC9S4U01 )
Science as a human endeavour
· Describe how people use science in their daily lives, including using patterns to make scientific predictions (AC9S1H01 )




Mathematics
F-2 Statistics
· Represent collected data for a categorical variable using one-to-one displays and digital tools where appropriate; compare the data using frequencies and discuss the findings (AC9M1ST02 ) 
· Acquire data for categorical variables through surveys, observation, experiment and using digital tools; sort data into relevant categories and display data using lists and tables (AC9M2ST01 )
· Create different graphical representations of data using software where appropriate; compare the different representations, identify and describe common and distinctive features in response to questions (AC9M2ST02 )

Years 3-4 Statistics

· Acquire data for categorical and discrete numerical variables to address a question of interest or purpose by observing, collecting and accessing data sets; record the data using appropriate methods including frequency tables and spreadsheets (AC9M3ST01 )
· Create and compare different graphical representations of data sets including using software where appropriate; interpret the data in terms of the context (AC9M3ST02 ) 
· Conduct statistical investigations, collecting data through survey responses and other methods; record and display data using digital tools; interpret the data and communicate the results (AC9M4ST03 ) 
· Acquire data for categorical and discrete numerical variables to address a question of interest or purpose, using digital tools; represent data using many-to-one pictographs, column graphs and other displays or visualisations; interpret and discuss the information that has been created (AC9M4ST01 )
· Analyse the effectiveness of different displays or visualisations in illustrating and comparing data distributions, then discuss the shape of distributions and the variation in the data (AC9M4ST02 )


ICT Capability
Typically, by the end of Year 2, students:
Collaborate, share and exchange
Use purposefully selected ICT tools safely to share and exchange information with appropriate local audiences 
Select and use hardware and software
Identify and safely operate a selected range of appropriate devices, software, functions and commands when operating an ICT system and attempt to solve a problem before seeking help

This work belongs to adsei.org and is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.
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