HOW AND WHY DO AUSTRALIANS VOTE?

States’ and Territories’ voting systems

State/Territory

Houses of Parliament

Voting systems

Australian Capital Territory
Population: 357 000

Federal Capital Territory was first established
in 1911 on land given up by NSW. It became
the Australian Capital Territory in 1938 and
achieved self-government in 1988.

Legislative Assembly

Optional preferential voting

Proportional representation count
(Hare-Clarke system)

New South Wales
Population: 7.22 million

The oldest State in Australia with the oldest
parliament. Had a Westminster-style government
by 1856.

Legislative Council

Legislative Assembly

Partial preferential voting

Proportional representation count

Optional preferential voting

Northern Territory
Population: 228500

Fully elected Legislative Assembly in 1974.
Self-government in 1978.

Legislative Assembly

Full preferential voting

Queensland
Population: 4.5 million
First Queensland Parliament, 1860.

The only State Parliament with one House.
Its Upper House was abolished in 1922.

Legislative Assembly

Optional preferential voting

South Australia
Population: 1.64 million

Settled by Europeans in 1836 and was a
settlement without convicts.

Legislative Council

House of Assembly

Full preferential - ticket voting above
the line

Proportional representation count

Full preferential voting

Tasmania
Population: 507 000

Became a separate colony from NSW in 1825.
Named Tasmania in 1856.

Legislative Council

House of Assembly

Partial preferential voting

Partial preferential voting

Proportional representation count
(Hare-Clarke system)

Victoria
Population: 5.53 million

Became a separate colony from NSW in 1851. The
first Commonwealth Parliament met in Melbourne
in 1901 and continued to sit there until 1927.

Legislative Council

Legislative Assembly

Partial preferential voting
Proportional representation count

Full preferential voting

Western Australia
Population: 2.29 million

First settled in 1829. The last colony to join the
Federation of Australia.

Legislative Council

Legislative Assembly

Full preferential voting

Proportional representation count - single
transferable vote and ticket voting

Full preferential voting

(Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS): www.abs.gov.au/>Australia’s Population>Australian Demographic Statistics (Catalogue Number

3101.0) - March 2010.)
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What’s your vote worth?
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